
Description
Underground Spaces Unveiled is an in-depth overview of the 
concept of underground space development, investigating major 
factors determining the future of our cities and how we can plan 
and create them by applying best practice in underground space 
development to ensure their sustainability. 

Written by an enlightened engineer and a visionary urban planner 
thereby ensuring a balanced view and wide appeal, the book 
is intended for civil engineers, urban planners, urban designers 
and architects as well as policy makers and anyone involved with 
or interested in the future of urban development and the built 
environment. 

This book shows the benefits and challenges, the possibilities and 
world-class examples of underground space development and 
how these translate into sustainable urbanisation.

Underground Space:
n Approaches all aspects of urban underground space and  
 brings together both past and present insights

n Includes worldwide case studies from the perspectives of  
 a civil engineer and an urban planner, offering a multi- 
 faceted approach to the considerations of underground  
 space use

n Places urban underground space within the timely context  
 of rapid urbanisation, climate change, and urban resilience  
 and discusses the various claims to the subsurface including  
 legal aspects and value capturing.  
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Han Admiraal has been active in the field of 
underground space for over 20 years. A civil engineer by 
training, he worked for the Netherlands Government and 
as a professor at Zeeland university of Applied Science. 
Currently he works as an independent consultant in 
this field. He is chair of the International Tunnelling 
and Underground Space Association’s Committee 
on Underground Space (ITACUS) and internationally 
recognised as a thought leader in this field. 

Antonia Cornaro, a New York trained urban planner, 
has worked in urban and transportation planning in 
America, UK, Austria and Switzerland. She currently 
specialises in underground infrastructure, focussing on 
Urban Underground Space with the aim to increase 
mobility, liveability and resilience of urban areas. This is 
also central to her work as Vice-Chair of ITACUS. She has 
published and presented extensively, often jointly with 
Han Admiraal on this topic. This is her first book.
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The Railway Metropolis describes the fascinating story of how planners, politicians and developers have shaped London’s 
railways. Focusing on the new lines that have been added since 1980 the author considers the reasons why they were built, 
whether they have proved worthwhile and what lessons can be learnt. Based upon extensive research, the book explains 
the planning, technology choice, design and funding decisions which have shaped London’s rail network, and the changing 
operating practices, fares and management which have been equally critical to the modernisation of London’s transport system. 

The book covers the period from the election of a Conservative Government in 1979 through to the present day and six lines 
which transformed London: Docklands Light Railway, Jubilee Line Extension, High Speed One, Overground, Thameslink 
and Crossrail. The author has drawn upon extensive industry experience as well as public and private documents, archives, 
recollections and interviews with over 50 people that influenced the rebirth of London’s railways to arrive at an authoritative 
analysis.

The Railway Metropolis is a compulsory read for all those involved in the industry, including engineers, architects, city 
planners, railway operators and politicians, and will also appeal to those with a general interest in the history and development 
of London’s rail network. Written in an accessible and engaging style, and fully illustrated throughout, the book presents a 
valuable perspective on why it was done the way it was, the results and whether we might be able to learn how to do it better.
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